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Sweeping Trump tariffs draw global dismay Musk may exit Washington after 
turbulent times at Trump’s DOGE

USA bans government personnel in China from 
romantic or sexual relations with Chinese citizens

Danish prime minister visits Greenland as 
Trump seeks control of the Arctic territory

Israeli strikes on Gaza overnight leaves 
more than fifty Palestinians dead

Hungary welcomes Netanyahu, announces 
that it’s quitting top war crimes court

‘Nobody wins in a trade war, that is not in our national interest,’ UK Prime Minister Kier Starmer has said
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S
weeping new tariffs 
announced by Amer-
ican President Donald 
Trump provoked dis-

may, threats of countermea-
sures and urgent calls for 
talks to find ways to rescind 
the stiff new import taxes 
imposed on goods from coun-
tries around the globe. But 
responses Thursday were 
measured, highlighting a lack 
of appetite for an outright 
trade war with the world’s 
biggest economy.  

Trump said Wednesday 
the import taxes, ranging 
from 10 per cent to 49 per 
cent, would do to American 
trading partners what they 
have long done to the USA. 
He maintains they will draw 
factories and jobs back to 
the United States.  

“Taxpayers have been 
ripped off for more than 50 
years,” he said. “But it is not 
going to happen anymore.”  

Trump’s announcement 

of a new 20 per cent tariff on 
the European Union drew a 
sharp rebuke from European 
Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen, who said it 
was a “major blow to the 
world economy.” 

“The consequences will 
be dire for millions of people 
around the globe,” von der 
Leyen said.  

Groceries, transport and 
medicines will cost more, 
she said while visiting Uzbek-
istan. “And this is hurting, 
in particular, the most vul-
nerable citizens.”  

Von der Leyen held off, 
however, from announcing 
new retaliatory measures 
and underlined that the EU 
was ready to negotiate with 
the USA.  

The makers of Italy’s 
Parmigiano Reggiano cheese 
say the new tariffs just mean 
American consumers will 
pay more, since the protected 
designation cheese doesn’t 
really compete with US-
made parmesan. 

 “Americans continued 

to choose us even when the 
price went up” after an earlier 
round of Trump tariffs in 
2019, said Nicola Bertinelli, 
president of the Parmigian 
Reggiano Consortium.  

“Putting tariffs on a prod-
uct like ours, only increases 
the price for American con-
sumers, without protecting 
local producers,’’ he said.  

Analysts say there’s little 
to be gained from an all-out 
trade war, for the United 
States or other countries, 
since higher tariffs can lower 

growth and raise inflation. 
“If Trump really imposes 

high tariffs, Europe will have 
to respond, but the paradox 
is that the EU would be better 
off doing nothing,” said Mat-
teo Villa, a senior analyst at 
Italy’s Institute for Interna-
tional Political Studies.  

“On the other hand, 
Trump seems to understand 
only the language of force, 
and this indicates the need 
for a strong and immediate 
response,” Villa said.  

“Probably the hope, in 

Brussels, is that the response 
will be strong enough to 
induce Trump to negotiate 
and, soon, to backtrack.” 

Europe’s strategy so far 
has been to limit retaliation 
to early tariff rounds to just 
a few politically sensitive 
goods such as bourbon and 
motorcycles in an attempt 
to push the USA to the nego-
tiating table, rather than 
escalate an all-out trade war 
that could cripple its export-
dependent economy.  

Economists say the next 
target could be American 
tech companies. They fall 
into the services category, 
where the USA exports more 
than it imports to Europe 
and thus would be more 
exposed to retaliation.  

The EU response, likely 
to be ready by the end of 
April, includes the option of 
a tax on American digital 
giants, said French govern-
ment spokesperson Sophie 
Primas.  

“We’re going to target the 
services, for example, digital 

services which are not being 
taxed for now and could be, 
the GAFAM for example,” 
she said on French radio 
RTL. That’s a colloquial 
acronym for Google, Apple, 
Facebook, Amazon and 
Microsoft. 

Outgoing German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz said the 
EU won’t be able to limit 
itself to saying the tariffs are 
damaging — “we must show 
that we have strong muscles.”  

He added: “But this is 
with the aim of an agreement, 
because that is the best for 
prosperity in the United 
States, for prosperity in 
Europe and for prosperity 
in the world.”  

British Prime Minister 
Kier Starmer said the UK 
government would react 
with “cool and calm heads,” 
telling business leaders in 
London that he hopes to get 
the tariffs lifted with a trade 
deal.  

“Nobody wins in a trade 
war, that is not in our national 
interest,” Starmer said.
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DOGE’s days appear to be 
numbered. Elon Musk recent-
ly suggested that he will be 
done with his work in the 
near future. President Donald 
Trump told reporters this 
week that “at some point, 
he’s going to be going back” 
to running his companies. 
As far as the Department of 
Government Efficiency, 
Trump said: “it will end.” 

All of that talk was before 
Musk faced a setback Tuesday 
in Wisconsin, where voters 
rejected his choice for a state 

Supreme Court candidate 
despite more than $21 million 
in personal donations and 
his campaign appearance 
over the weekend. There are 
more problems for the bil-
lionaire entrepreneur at 
Tesla, his electric automaker, 
which saw a 13 per cent drop 
in sales in the first three 
months of the year. 

The White House has not 
disclosed any clear timeline 
for closing down DOGE, and 
the government cost-cutting 
organisation was never sup-
posed to become a perma-
nent fixture in Washington. 
But it could be reaching a 
conclusion faster than antic-
ipated. DOGE was originally 
intended to operate until 4 
July, 2026. 

Now there are signs that 
it already is winding down. 
DOGE employees have been 
shifted to various federal 
agencies, which are supposed 
to take the lead on cutting 
costs. Government-wide lay-
offs are underway to accom-
plish some of the goals laid 
out by Musk and Trump. 
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Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu arrived 
in Hungary’s capital early 
Thursday to red carpet treat-
ment despite a warrant for 
his arrest issued by the 
world’s top war crimes court. 

Hungary’s government, 
led by its populist prime 
minister and Netanyahu 
ally, Viktor Orbán, used the 
occasion of  the Israeli 
leader’s visit to announce 
it will begin the procedure 
of withdrawing from the 
international tribunal that 
issued the warrant, the Inter-

national Criminal Court.  
Just as Netanyahu met 

with Orbán for a welcome 
with full military honours 
in Budapest’s Castle District, 
Orbán’s chief of staff, Gergely 
Gulyás, wrote in a brief 
statement that “the gov-

ernment will initiate the 
withdrawal procedure on 
Thursday, in accordance 
with the constitutional and 
international legal frame-
work.” 

At the welcoming cere-
mony kicking off Netanyahu’s 

visit, only his second foreign 
trip since the ICC issued the 
warrant against him in 
November, he stood along-
side Orbán as a military 
band played and an elaborate 
processions of soldiers on 
horseback and carrying 
swords and bayoneted rifles 
marched by. 

The two leaders were set 
to hold talks later on Thurs-
day, and Netanyahu was 
also to meet Hungarian Pres-
ident Tamás Sulyok in the 
Presidential Palace. 

The Israeli leader will 
spend several days in Hun-
gary before departing on 
Sunday.
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Overnight strikes by Israel 
killed at least 55 people 
across the Gaza Strip, hos-
pital officials said Thursday, 
a day after senior govern-
ment officials said Israel 
would seize large areas of 
Gaza and establish a new 
security corridor across the 
Palestinian territory. 

Israel has vowed to esca-
late the nearly 18-month 
war with Hamas until the 
militant group returns 
dozens of  remaining 
hostages, disarms and leaves 
the territory. Israel has 

imposed a month-long halt 
on all imports of food, fuel 
and humanitarian aid that 
has left civilians facing acute 
shortages as supplies dwin-
dle. 

Officials in Khan Younis, 
in the southern part of the 

strip, said the bodies of 14 
people had been taken to 
Nasser Hospital – nine of 
them from the same family.  

The dead included five 
children and four women. 
The bodies of another 19 
people, including five chil-

dren aged between one and 
seven years and a pregnant 
woman, were taken to the 
European hospital near 
Khan Younis, hospital offi-
cials said.  

In Gaza City, 21 bodies 
were taken to Ahli hospital, 
including those of seven 
children. 

The Israeli  mil i tary 
ordered the residents of 
several areas — Shujaiya, 
Jadida, Turkomen and east-
ern Zeytoun to evacuate on 
Thursday, adding that the 
army “will work with extreme 
force in your area.” It said 
people should move to shel-
ters west of Gaza City.

AGENCIES 
WASHINGTON, 3 APRIL 

 
The US government has 
banned American govern-
ment personnel in China, as 
well as family members and 
contractors with security 
clearances, from any romantic 
or sexual relationships with 
Chinese citizens, agencies 
have learned. 

Four people with direct 
knowledge of the matter told 
an agency about the policy, 
which was put into effect by 
departing American Ambas-
sador Nicholas Burns in Jan-
uary shortly before he left 
China. The people would 

speak only on condition of 
anonymity to discuss details 
of a confidential new direc-
tive. 

Though some American 
agencies already had strict 
rules on such relationships, 
a blanket “non-fraternisation” 
policy, as it is known, has 
been unheard of publicly 
since the Cold War. It’s not 
uncommon for American 
diplomats in other countries 
to date locals and even marry 
them. 

A more limited version of 
the policy was enacted last 
summer prohibiting US per-
sonnel from “romantic and 
sexual relations” with Chinese 

citizens working as guards 
and other support staff at 
the United States Embassy 
and five consulates in China.  

But Burns, the departing 
ambassador, broadened it 
to a blanket ban on such 
relations with any Chinese 
citizen in China in January, 
days before President Donald 

Trump took office. Agencies 
were unable to determine 
exactly how the policy defined 
the phrase “romantic or sex-
ual relationship.” 

Two of the people with 
knowledge of the ban said 
that the new policy was first 
discussed last summer after 
members of Congress con-

tacted Burns to express con-
cern that restrictions on 
such relationships were not 
stringent enough. The House 
Select Committee on the 
Chinese Communist Party 
did not respond to a request 
for comment. 

The new policy covers 
US missions in mainland 
China, including the embassy 
in Beijing and consulates in 
Guangzhou, Shanghai, 
Shenyang and Wuhan, as 
well as the American con-
sulate in the semi-
autonomous territory of 
Hong Kong. It does not apply 
to US personnel stationed 
outside China.
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Danish Prime Minister Mette 
Frederiksen is in Greenland 
for a three-day trip aimed 
at building trust and coop-
eration with Greenlandic 
officials at a time when the 
Trump administration is 
seeking control of the vast 
Arctic territory. 

Frederiksen announced 
plans for her visit after Amer-
ican Vice President JD Vance 
visited a US air base in 
Greenland last week and 
accused Denmark of under-
investing in the territory. 

Greenland is a mineral-
rich, strategically critical 

island that is becoming 
more accessible because of 
climate change.  

Trump has said that the 
landmass is critical to US 
security. It’s geographically 
part of North America, but 

is a semi-autonomous ter-
ritory belonging to the King-
dom of Denmark. 

After her arrival Wednes-
day, Frederiksen walked the 
streets of the capital, Nuuk, 
with the incoming Green-
landic leader, Jens-Frederik 
Nielsen. She is also to meet 
with the future Naalakker-
suisut, the Cabinet, in a 
visit due to last through Fri-
day. 

“It has my deepest respect 
how the Greenlandic people 
and the Greenlandic politi-
cians handle the great pres-
sure that is on Greenland,” 
she said in government 
statement announcing the 
visit.


